By Davis Bushnell
GLOBE CORRESPONOINT
ose Kemeny, 88, of Westford
broke her hip two years ago.
Her disabling infury coin-
chded, howover, with the
start-up of a private gesiatric
management program offerod by Burling
ton-hased Minwteman Sesior Services,

Eemeny s00m began recéiving a vari-
ety of services she could not perform hes-
seif arranged by Minuteman that have en-
abled her to refmain in her own home and
out of & nursing home, The services range
from shopping and transportation to co-
ordinating doctor and dentist appoint-
ments,

The belp “means mone to me than the
medicine because I'm able to function,”
Hemeny sald.

Minuteman's geriatric care managers
ind their counterparts in Greater Boston
aure & redatively new breed, offering a bong
menu of services to older people who can
afford bourly fees of up to §150. (Mean-
time, the state is decreasing fanding for
slmilar services for el ders with low ln-
comes.)

‘With baby boomers nearing retire-
ment, iy more peopie are expected fo
sel up consulting practices in this field,
which used to be imited to advice on
medical matters, geriatric care specialists
say.

“Baby boomers are used to dealing
with consultants in business, so they'll be
eomifortible looking for help with many
things after they retire,” sajd Joan Butler,
executive director of Minutemaun Senlor
Services, which charges $0 an hour for
its privale management progrm ser-
vices, In the lnst two years, the nonprofit

group, serving 16 communities west and
nortiwest of Boston, has had moee than
50 regular clients like Kameny, Butler
sinid.

=Diemnand is ineressing for hefplng el-
ders and thelr families through 4 transi-
tion, whether it's housing, health care, or
legal pratters,” said Emily B, Saltz, 3 clini-
el socia] worker wnd founder of Elder Re-
sourees of Boston and Newton,

Saltr, whio sabd she is a part of “a grow-

ing entrepreneorizl movement” in geriat-
ric care management, added she charges
fromm §100 0 §150 an hour, depending on
Lhe services prowided.

But there are barriery to this energing
fiedd being widsaly accepted, noted Andrea
Cohen, chief eecutive and principal of
Solomont-Baills Ventures of Newton and
Danvers,

“People often think that Insurance
pays for everything,” 5o there can be

"sticker shock™ over private fees, Co-
hen said, adding that some elders also are
wary of strangers coming to their homes,

The Solgmont-Baflis program is oneof
e largest of its kind in the Boston area,
serving some 3,000 elderdy clients in a
vear, Coben said. “We offer & mix of health
care and support services and, unlike
some other groups, we employ our own
service peaple.” Hourly fees run from §20
fior rouse care, $30 for personal shopping,
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£55 for a nurse, to $85 for o care-planning
analysis.

=“We doanything that anyone nesds to
stay in his or her home," =aid Cohen.

That's also the strategy of Sound Ad-
vice, & nooprofit organization that is part
of the Edder Care Charitable Foundation
of Boston, said Michae] Allen, director of
development.

Somme elders ane confused, he sald,
over the array of services that are being
touted by the government and private
sector alike. Allen sabd his groap offers o
comprehensive inidal agzessment of an
elder’s needs for a one-time fee of $350.
After that, an hourly fee of $ 10 is
charged, he said, noting that when neces-
sary, clients are referred to other special-
stz such as financial planmers and laoa-
Yers.

In Westfond, Rose Eemeny's care and
activities ane supervised by Joanne
Chaulk, a registered nurse and private-
care manager for Minotemian Senior Ser-
vices.

“[Chaulk] visits me every two weeks.,
She's like moygen to me," Kemeny said.

HKemeny's stepson, John, who lives
with Kemeny, said, “Thanks to [Chanlk],
miy stepmsother has gotten back some of
her indepemdemnce,”

He allso figures, he sald, that money
“hias been saved becanse services poo-
vided by Minoteman are reliahle, Wi
o't have W hunt for, and then experi-
ment with, other service providers. That
can be costly.”

Dreris Bushmell can be reached by e-muail
ot daeishushrell @ compuserpe. com.




